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SUBJECT: LUETHANSA HIJACKING 
REF: ANKARA 7628 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL ON FRG EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY 
EMBOEE TOOK THE OCCASION TO RAISE THE SUBJECT OE THE 
LUFTHANSA HIJACKING. ACCORDING TO GERMAN EMBOFE HIS 
GOVERNMENT REQUESTED THAT ITALIAN POLICE DISABLE THE 
LUETHANSA AIRCRAET AT ROME AIRPORT BY SHOOTING OUT ITS 
TIRES. ITALIAN REFUSAL TO TAKE THIS ACTION LEFT MOOT THE 
QUESTION OE REQUESTING GOI AUTHORIZATION TO USE THE 
READIED GERMAN ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT ON ITALIAN SOIL. WHEN THE 
LUFTHANSA AIRCRAFT SUBSEQUENTLY ARRIVED IN CYPRUS, THE 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT IMMEDIATELY EMBARKED EOR NICOSIA. 

HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN EMBOFE, "THEY ARRIVED 
TOO LATE" AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ASKED BY THE GOC TO 
DEPART. THE ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT’S AIRCRAFT THEN MOVED 
TO ANKARA'S INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (ESENBOGA) TO AWAIT 
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DEVELOPMENTTS. MEANWHILE IN EUROPE, NEWS OE THE MOVEMENT 
OE THE UNIT'S AIRCRAET BEGAN TO APPEAR IN THE PRESS. 

THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT, TEARING THAT THE TERRORISTS WOULD 
BECOME AWARE OE THIS THREAT TO THEIR OPERATION, DECIDED 
TO RETURN THE ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT TO COLOGNE AND TO 
PUBLICLY DISEMBARK ITS PERSONNEL. SIMULTAENOUSLY A SECOND 
AIRCRAET CARRYING ANOTHER ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT ON BOARD 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


DEPARTED GERMANY, REEUELED IN CRETE AND PROCEEDED 
DIRECTLY TO MOGADISCIO WHERE IT COMPLETED THE SUCCESSEUL 
LIBERATION OE THE HOSTAGES. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOEE'S QUESTION THE GERMAN EIRST 
SECRETARY STATED THAT HIS EMBASSY HAD NOT EXPLORED WITH 
THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT THE POSSIBILITY OP GOT AUTHORIZATION 
POR THE ANTI-TERRORIST UNIT TO OPERATE IN TURKEY IP THE 
HIJACKED AIRCRAPT WERE DIVERTED TO TURKISH SOIL. HE 
ALSO STATED THAT THE GERMAN EMBASSY DID NOT COORDINATE 
WITH THE GOT WITH RESPECT TO TURKISH POLICY ON THE 
PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS IN PRISON IN 
ISTANBUL. THE PRC, HOWEVER, WAS "DELIGHTED” 

WITH THE STATEMENT (REFTEL) INDICATING GOT UNWILLINGNESS 
TO RELEASE THEIR PRISONERS. A SOFT LINE, THE GERMAN 
EMBOPP SAID, WOULD HAVE PLACED AN ADDITIONAL BURDEN ON 
HIS GOVERNMENT. 
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